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DADAA would like to acknowledge the Aboriginal people of the many traditional lands 
and language groups of Western Australia, particularly the lands on which we work 
and gather. We recognise the ongoing spiritual connection and respect the continuing 
cultural contribution of our aboriginal elders, past, present and those who reside here.

This program at its core demonstrates DADAA’s big push into mental 
health and the regions.
 
Our Artistic Program sits in the post diversity – post Covid space, where 
intersectionality is a given where mental health is a whole of community 
factor, one that we all relate to, and where artists are Allied, in support of 
disability led culture.
 
DADAA’s Artistic program, positions our teams and artists to tackle the big 
sector thought movements, across our practices and communities:
Disability Led practice
Allied, Disability Arts Practice
Mental Health communities as experts in their own lived experience
Regional – whole of community Mental Health cultural action
 
These are the challenges, driving our ambition 2023-2025
 
And together with Aboriginal artists with lived experience of disability and 
their communities this program scaffolds Aboriginal artists to claim space, 
sometimes culturally complex spaces like Rottnest-island, at other times 
the streets of Mullewa.
 
Our team has brokered new partnerships, at State Government and 
grass-roots regional levels in support of these key initiatives.

Executive Director Statement
DADAA is taking the hard steps to push its RAP and Aboriginal engaged 
practices to imbed cultural safety and senior roles for Aboriginal people 
within our core team.
 
DADAA has an incredibly diverse team, its unique in what we have 
achieved in the sector, but sadly lacking in terms of Aboriginal representa-
tion at leadership level within our teams.
 
With 40 % of DADAA’s workforce currently identifying as living with dis-
ability and a large section of our workforce under 28, DADAA is investing 
through this program, in knowledge transition, targeted knowledge transi-
tion and succession, we are alert to the professional development needs 
of the next generation of DADAA leaders and its workforce.
 
This program has been developed over many months of engaged prac-
tice and conversations, in and with WA communities. The Artistic program 
responds to the artistic and socially engaged practice demands of the 
communities in which we work, artists with disabilities and our partners. I 
am excited by DADAA’s strong regional, mental health, international and 
disability culture focus of our 23-25 program.
        David Doyle
       Executive Director
       DADAA LTD  



Artistic Statement

The 2023 - 2025 Artistic program continues to embed DADAA’s values 
(diverse & inclusive, disability-led, collaborative, trusted & generous, 
empathetic) and acknowledges DADAA’s reason for being: Arts for 
Social Change -  there is a deep recognition that most of the artists 
and communities that we work with aspire ( as we do) for inclusion 
and acceptance but the barriers around digital literacy, poverty, social 
isolation, different ways of thinking and being, remain…
 
Just as the speed with which technological change forces us all to 
keep up, so has shifted the cultural landscape around disability, 
mental health, aboriginality, gender and a host of other cultural 
subsets. DADAA responds to the diversity of these community groups 
and in fact our Artistic program welcomes these shifts, and the 
emergent powerful voices telling their stories, their way…
 
DADAA does not have a singular way of working, and no individual or 
group of people elicits a cookie cutter approach or response.  Implicit 
within the program are projects at different stages of movement toward 
cultural autonomy. DADAA supports only as long as someone wants 
to be supported.  DADAA shares artistic skillsets and CACD 
approaches from artistic peers with and without a disability. We 
foster significant local and cross-sector partnerships that bring arts 
and health together in a way that effectively responds to the needs of 
communities, we listen.
 
This program is as diverse as the people who will participate.  Some 
projects are playful, risky, loud, cheeky, dark.  Others will sound a little 
softly, but they all hold a politic that resonates with DADAA’s approach 
to Arts for Social change.

                                          Julie Barratt - Director of Art Strategies
                                          Chris Williams - Director of Arts

Disability Led (culture)
In 2022 Australian artists with a disability and disability thought 
leaders concurred that Disability led practice:

• be initiated by artists with disability,
• have artists with disability as key decision-makers,
• include artists with disability in key creative roles,
• have artists with disability as key decision-makers,

DADAA puts disability led practice at the forefront of our 
guiding principles and direction, acknowleding time, 
investment and a sustained commitment.  This program is part 
of a ongoing movement toward disability led with artists and 

their allies.

The second stage creative development in this International 
Disability Led project will take place in Melbourne in November 
2022 and will be documented by a Melbourne based film 
maker with an aim to pursue  further development of the project 
in 2023. 

A partnership with Greaea Theatre Co, UK, and headed up by 
Director Jenny Sealey in collaboration with four Australian artists 
with a disability. Jenny has worked with the artists to develop a 
domestic response to both the script of 4:48 Psychosis and the 
artists lived expeience to Covid lockdowns. To date the project 
has been delivered through online spaces, connecting WA, 
Australian and UK artists with disabilities across 2020 -2022.

In 2023 DADAA will work with Jenny Sealey and the artists to 
supporting them to take this critical Australian narrative to a final 
production phase. This disability led project prents the unique 
response and impact of Covid on people with disability.

4.48 Psychosis 2023



With the subtext – ‘Piss on Pity’, Disability led, curated, and programmed, 
The Other Film Festival is DADAA’s one program operating at a truly inter-
national scale connecting hundreds of people with disability operating in the 
screen sector.

The politic of Disability and the social movements of disability have always 
sat at DADAA’s core, the Other Film Festival, dives-deep into disability 
politic, creating a platform for  local, national, and global disability screen 
culture. OFF gives important air time to independent screen writers and 
performers over an intensive 3-day period to explore current screen 
narratives of contemporary disability culture.

“The overarching theme of this year’s films is expectations and how we ignore, surpass, 
and subvert them: whether it’s defying expectations of an individual’s capabilities, refram-
ing disability as a different way to be rather than an impairment, a person with disability as 
an action hero or protesting a charity-based view of disability to fight for equal access and 
rights.”  (Sarah Collins OFF Curator)

Connecting artists, the screen sector, and audiences (both live and online) 
The Other Film festival reaches high and wide, pulling in the best thinkers 
in our space from Crip tales – Liz Carr in the UK to Alistair Baldwin.

The Other Film Festival is bringing visibility to the disability screen sector 
from Iran to Mexico to Perth.  With general submissions via the Film Free-
way platform, DADAA’s Other Film Festival Is now presenting films that 
speak to the global intersectionality of disability. 

The Other Film Festival 2023 Outer Suburban
Rupturing assumptions about suburbia and “creative” inner-city 
enclaves. DADAA’s Producers and Artsworkers are re-locating 
some of our arts practices and placing them on the streets of 
Midland and surrounding suburbs. Starting with conversations on 
our collective mental health, and placing artists with a lived experi-
ence of mental illness as ‘the experts’, these projects are positioned 
to build a community dialogue and wide community engagement. 

Are you okay? Creates a digitally mediated conversation with 
everyday people on the street.  Engaging people with a mental 
illness as experts in their own experience, these people will act 
as host, seen not physically, seen only in the words they type 
that are projected real time on to city and suburban walls.  The 
words on the wall invite people passing by to engage: “I like your 
red jacket”, “you seem in a hurry”, “are those VeeJay sneakers”, 
“are you okay?”, “you can talk to me”. A microphone will be l
ocated at the site of the projected text and allow the host typist 
to hear peoples’ verbal response to the text invitation and 
enter into a conversation.  This is an anonymous conversation, 
that will appear like someone is talking to a wall, that the wall is 
talking to someone.  Underneath this mad looking encounter will 
be a chat with a wall that has an experience of going through 
hard times that may just have some wisdom to share.  It is 
hoped that this interactive installation will appear as just 
projected text, but that a personality, a humanity, will start to 
emerge. Like a conversation with a stranger, sometimes we are 
more willing to open up to those we don’t really know.

Are You Okay? 2024



Pairing artists with a disability with artists without.  Speak for Me would 
be an application process, with selected artists paired and given the prov-
ocation to Speak for the other; to do a work that addresses the others 
concerns, the others politic, their perceived positioning. 
 
Speak for Me would be a two- way exchange between artists 
giving permission to speak to, or  for another, to acknowledge their place 
but step into someone else’s habitation in the world. This is supposed 
to be artistically fraught, to carry the weight of another persons circum-
stance, requiring the artists and hold care, and step carefully. While this 
may sound heavy, the process is open to humor, irreverence and the risk 
of the politically incorrect.  
 
Ideally across disciplines, curated to be across forms as much as it seeks 
a diversity of peoples. The project would work with four artists with a 
disability and four artists without.
 

Speak for Me 2025

Interconnection 2023
Interconnections – gets people talking – talking about lived experiences 
of disability and/ or mental illness, about their identity and the factors 
that have shaped it.  Audio recordings of private / public narratives come 
together to illuminate the ‘under the surface’ going ons in our 
community.

To be broadcast from key local meeting places across Swan - Talkie 
Tea Rooms” in Midland and activating empty spaces within the Midland. 
Each of these artworks will a feature direct audio recording linking works 
to a collective narrative gathered from the City of Swan. The proposed 
exhibition outcome will showcas at MJAC in Midland.

Stage 2: Aims to bring the stories to life as participants respond to the 
audio – developing new digital and visual arts responses to the audio 
source material.

Regional Arts & Mental Health
Moving away from a workshop model toward place based actions 
in targeted WA communities (Lancelin, Mullewa, Carnamah,
Geraldton, Bunbury). The program drives participatory and 
developmental arts as a way to access people as both 
participants and audiences.  Commiting to successive years of 
presence and regional workforce development. DADAA’s
regional work will focus on the intersections of mental and 
community health with disability, youth and Aboriginal voices.  

Activating DADAA Lancelin and connecting it into other Regional Arts 
centres, this project will cast lasting threads between and across the 
Midwest from coast to inland townships. DADAA is already deeply 
invested in Lancelin and has begun relationships with Carnamah, 
Mullewa and the 
communities in between. 

DADAA has significant print making and production resources and 
will share these skills and resources across the Midwest. Establishing 
studios as well as mobile outreach print production 
facilities, DADAA will grow participatory print practices that mobilize re-
gional communities’, and draw on responses to place and the threads 
that connect across the wheatbelt.

Ink and Thread 2023



Continuing the activation of DADAA Lancelin and extending its connec-
tion to other regional Arts centres, Ink Lines will continue its movement 
through Midwest towns. Maintaining activity with the already onboarded 
communities of 2023, 2024 will invite further participation and inclusion 
from the region. 

Growing on the learnings of the first phase (Ink & Thread), DADAA will 
further invest in the existing community partnerships, and 
extend into other regional communities with the mobile outreach and 
printmaking studio.  This extension into other towns hopes to reinvigorate 
links between these communities, draw links and work toward gathering 
content for the culminating project that will bring all these communities 
together in 2025.  
 

Ink lines 2024

As a culmination to the Ink and Thread project and part of a broader exhi-
bition/installation outcome, a limited edition bound artist book will be pro-
duced. This high quality collaborative artist book will serve as a record of 
the print works produced throughout the project. 

Ink of Mind / The Big Book 2025

Each person is given a faux book box, to be stored on the shelf and 
form one of the many mounting volumes of otherwise forgotten lives.  
This box can contain as much or as little as each person desires.  
Photos, written memories, spoken video files, sound files, mementos, 
old letters….any object, words or notation. People may make their 
own language of expression to construct an image of their life. Their 
medium or mode of expression is theirs to choose. They may place a 
single entry. They may revisit as many times as they like to add con-
tent, change the dialogue or follow their journey.  Lastly participants 
can time capsule their life book box, “not to be opened till 2030”.  

Library of Forgotten Lives gives everybody the opportunity to 
author their life.  To revisit, to share or not to share, to 
fictionalize, to imagine, to change.  

Library of Forgotten Lives is an inclusive participatory work that invites 
members of the public to document their own life. Offering a space to 
work, the library offers tools for recording and documenting. Integrat-
ed into old school walnut furniture are modern devices: touch screen, 
scanners, printers, a self-activated photo/video booth, printers and a 
series of writing desks.

Library of Forgotten Lives 2023



toward Aboriginal Led practice
DADAA is challenging itself to do better and deliver deep 
impacts in this space. Beginning with co-designing our new 
Reconcilliation Action Plan with an Aboriginal working group, 
followed by embedding a new role for an aboriginal senior 
strategist within the organisation. This role will be tasked with 
driving our direction in areas of cultural safety and the guiding 
of cultural agency for the communities we work in. 

Kwop Wirin is a platform that positions Aboriginal artists with lived 
experience of disability to reflect upon their cultural and social relation-
ship with Rottnest. An immersive artist-in residence program, specific 
to them, for them and ultimately for audiences to consider Rottnest 
through a new-lenses, an Aboriginal, disability lenses. 

The project objective is to curate an exhibition that documents, inter-
prets, and captures the four artists journey in conceptualising their 
artwork from concept to finished product.
 
Kwop Wirin is a strategic partnership between DADAA and the 
Rottnest Island Authority who are driving the project as a platform to 
facilitate access and connection to the Island for emerging Aboriginal 
artists for the first time. This exhibition will also include the first ever 
Artist Residency program on the island for an Aboriginal artist with 
disability in early 2023. 

DADAA is currently reviewing its Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) with 
the view to deepen the impact of DADAA’s resolve towards Aboriginal 
reconciliation, through State- wide, meaningful action around Aborigi-
nal artists with disability. As an Indigenous elder said on our first meet-
ing day on the island ‘to bring culture and joy back to the island.

Kwop Wirin Art Exhibition 2023

Beginning with the customization of bicycles for Mullewa’s 
Aboriginal children, RACE looks at the creative opportunities that 
could come from engaging young people with a bicycle.  From an 
interactive and gamified race course, to a group devised bicycle 
choreography drone filmed on the streets of Mullewa, RACE seeks 
speed and play as a creative engagement tool for activity starved 
young people in a quiet country town.

RACE 2023

Turning the slowly disappearing phone booth into a device of public 
performative action,  Phone Box Karaoke(PBK) invites the public to 
make a call and select a music track.  Once their track is selected the 
window of the empty shop front behind transforms into a film screen 
with karaoke lyric text and corny B grade film clips.  Sound spills on 
to the street and the phone box caller is spot lit.  Public caller 
becomes a performer issuing vocals down the receiver as a quiet 
street becomes a lively stage.

Phone Box Karaoke 2024

Surface is an all ability, all age film and video project that works with 
Mullewa townspeople (and those from the surrounding area) on the 
development of video works.  Teaching skills and supporting concept 
and thematic development, the project will roll out the film content 
as an ongoing series of projection mapped installations on Mullewa 
buildings, structures and landscape.  Opening a dialogue, giving 
insight and celebrating country, Surface seeks to give locals a 
chance to temporarily transform, challenge and inscribe a captured 
digital moment onto the place they call home.

Surface 2023



2023

Artworker Development
As one of the largest employers of arts workers in Western 
Australia, the ongoing development of our passionate team of art-
workers is vital to DADAA’s continued workforce development and 
succession planning.  We aim to prioritise professional 
development and creative pathways for our team with a view to 
nurture, strengthen and build capacity of our artsworkers, 
producers and coordinators. This investment in people and staff 
will look at supporting the development of next generation CACD 
workers and future proofing our workforce, enabling sustainable 
career pathways and a resilient workforce.

Long Distance Relationships
Stage 1:
 
2 x Zine workshops for DADAA Arts workers
 
As a Professional development opportunity for arts workers, the first 
stage of this project would be a number of workshops for arts workers 
to look at zine culture, binding methods, art forms and to build a struc-
ture around workshop ideas with DADAA participants moving forward. 

Stage two:
 
Zine development in partnership with Heads on Studio, Canberra
 
DADAA arts workers and workshop participants to develop zines in 
partnership with Heads on Studio in Canberra as an exchange be-
tween studios and artists over a period of two terms 
depending on what workshops are happening in both studios. The 
idea proposed is that zines 
created at DADAA would be sent to Heads on Studio in Canberra to 
be added and responded to by participants of the Heads on Studio 
artists and then returned to DADAA and visa versa, over the period 
of two terms. There would also be the option to live stream via zoom 
some classes from the Canberra studio.

Stage Three:

Exhibition and further PD opportunities
The third stage of the project would be to look at exhibition opportuni-
ties for the zines produced in the workshops across both workshops 
in Canberra and Perth. to be exhibited during 2023 and also to look at 
further professional development opportunities for arts workers.
These opportunities could include a visit to Sticky institute in 
Melbourne to their zine workshop to make further work. Sticky institute 
have space to create and copy zines. Zinemakers are welcome to use 
the photocopier, long-armed staplers, typewriters and other 
resources provided. Sticky also runs and curates the annual zine 
celebration Festival Of The Photocopier, which includes the largest 
zine fair in Australia, held at Melbourne Town Hall.



Digital Access 
Digital Access is one of the last bastions of social exclusion for 
Australians with disability, DADAA’s  Digital Access programs oper-
ate to ensure ‘no one is left behind’ in their right to equitable access 
to technology, online spaces and the art making potentials of digital 
technolgy and reception. During Covid DADAA invested with rigour 
in this space to ensure social connection and to combat isolation for 
the population we work with.  DADAA focused on:

• Building Digital access
• Growing Digital literacy
• Imbedding digital participation in all that we do
•  seeking out the creative and access potential of digital to 
 connect, participate and inform.

In 2023-25 DADAA takes digital access across local, regional, state 
and international arts.

Across 2022 DADAA in partnership with EDWA, the Art Gallery of 
Western Australia, John Curtin Gallery, and the Curtin Autism 
Research team, joined forces with 30 young and emerging artists with 
Autism to assess the potential of participatory arts, digital arts and 
immersive access to visual arts collections and the role that these play 
in supporting:
• Wellbeing
• Social connection 
• Confidence building 

Research outcomes are being analysed, results are looking very 
positive, with participants demonstrating increased confidence in their 
work, communication and building friendships. 

The research garnered from this project is driving DADAA and the 
partners ongoing Digital Access strategies for neuro-diverse young 
people.

Digital Arts for Life 2023

Eye – Jacking Lancelin, provides a rare glimpse into Regional WA 
digital practice. Promotes digital immersion for communities, play, ex-
ploration, and results in the production of standalone digital outcomes 
along with interactive digital works placed in the context of public art.
 
This project will continue into 2023 with the work taken into new com-
munities creating new partnerships and CACD programs, with touring 
exhibitions scheduled for Midland and Port Headland in 2023.

 This builds the digital capacity of regional participants who are now 
comfortable with using ipads and platforms such as zoom and anima-
tion programs.

The large-scale digital outcomes produced have been installed across 
Lancelin, as part of an interactive digital strategy.

The digital suite of projects that DADAA has undertaken over the past 
3 years has led to an exciting new partnership with NBN with the aim 
co – resourcing digital access and production of regionally based WA 
communities.

Eye-Jacking Lancelin 2023



Access, Inclusion and Audience Development

DADAA’s Access All Areas program has developed as vital infrastruc-
ture for the WA Arts sector and WA audiences with lived experience of 
disability, supporting inclusive access to the Arts.

DADAA’s Access IP and technology have been developed in response 
to sector and community demand over many years.

 This is a generative, strategic service, highly mobile, applicable, and 
resulting in deep impacts across the Arts regarding tangible access to 
the Arts for people with disabilities as audiences.

Along with practical best practice access for arts and cultural institu-
tions, venues, artists, and independent producers. 

The program employs best international practice in delivering access 
provisions including audio description, assistive listening, tactile tours, 
and quiet areas. 

Access All Areas grows audiences across the WA Arts sector and 
provides venues and organisations a scaffold for inclusivity. Part of our 
work also involves disability and vision awarene
ss training, consultancy, and access audits. 

DADAA is currently working on an international project with Berlinklus-
ion in Germany, an example of the project’s reach and demand for our 
IP from global audiences.

Ongoing



International Collaboration
We foster people to people connections, and create opportunities 
for cultural exchange, expertise and knowledge sharing to 
showcase Australian Arts and Disability practice, artists, IP and 
identity.

Hosted at Brotfabrik, Berlin’s Inclusive Centre for Art and Thinking, 
DADAA has been invited to deliver workshops for the participating 
artists to focus on the aesthetics of access and to further assist and 
advise artists on creating artworks that are accessible for different 
audiences with disability. 

Delivery of the Berlin workshops will inform and drive an ongoing long-
term partnership between the German Visual Arts sector, independent 
artists, producers and DADAA’s Access Team through sector develop-
ment and the sharing of IP.

Held over a period of 6 months with local artists with and without dis-
abilities across multiple disciplines, the project culminates in an exhibi-
tion, to coincide with the special Olympics in June 2023 in Berlin. 

Unbound - Berlinklusion 2023

 
A meeting between DADAA’s ED and 3 ED’s from leading Japanese 
Arts and Disability Companies in Hong Kong – just pre Covid - led to 
the big questions we hold around our cultural approaches to Arts and 
Disability practice.
 
Together DADAA and 3 Japanese Arts and Disability companies 
commit through this project to: Support inter-cultural dialogue around 
Arts and Disability – Japan / Australia. Explore how we might activate 
boarder-less thinking between us in relation to Arts and Disability
Invest in discovery. Explore what we as Australians and they as Japa-
nese 

Japan Arts and Disability Partnership Project 2023

bring to the Arts and disability practice. Ask where do our practices 
diverge and mesh? What role could Digital play in supporting our 
future dialogue and/or possible project activity? Assess the potential to 
grow audiences for our work together through outbound/ inbound 
projects and exhibition tours. Explore what creative community 
engagement between us could look like? Invest in, peer to peer 
collaboration and artist exchange.

DADAA and Japanese partners are in early programming discussion 
with Perth Festival towards a large scale inbound exhibition from 
Japanese textiles and ceramic artists with disabilities in 2024.

Greaea Theatre Co. United Kingdom
DADAA’s partnership with Greaea, grew out PIAF Connect, then 
cemented under a current Australia Council for the Arts project 
Psychosis 4.4.1 a long-term, creative development project that due to 
Covid saw Greaea Director Jenny Sealey work online over two years 
with 4 Australian artists with disabilities. The resultant work charts the 
impact of Covid lockdowns on 4 Australian artists with disability in the 
domestic context. It’s raw, powerful body of work that illuminate’s the 
human impact of Covid on the disability community. Deep isolation, 
anxiety, fear and a life, placed on pause.
 
Our challenge with Greaea and the artists involved is to now jointly 
consider the form that this work will take in bringing it to audiences.
 
Together we are committed to support the high level of disability led 
process behind this work. DADAA will continue to scaffold Jenny and 
the artists, as the work moves from creative development to a future 
production and audiences over the life of this program.
Greaea Theatre Co strives to seamlessly weave audio description, 
captioning and British Sign Language into the creative vision for each 
piece. As leaders of the field in creating accessible performances, 
they continue to push boundaries and explore new ways to integrate 
elements of accessibility into their work.


